DEATH OF A LOVED ONE
Bahr, Mary 
If Nathan Were Here
A boy wonders how things would be 
if his best friend were still alive. 
Blanford, Cathy
Something Happened
Addresses the sadness, fears and feelings of guilt a child experiences when an anticipated baby has died. 
Bley, Anette

And What Comes After a Thousand?

A little girl comes to understand 
that memories live beyond death. 
Brisson, Pat
I Remember Miss Perry
When his teacher is killed in a car accident, Stevie and his elementary school classmates take turns sharing memories of her, especially her fondest wish for each day. 
Brown, Lauren Krasny

When Dinosaurs Die

Explains in simple language the feelings people may have regarding the death of a loved ones and the ways to honor their memory. 

Bunting, Eve
The Memory String
While still grieving for her mother and unable to accept her stepmother, a girl clings to memories represented by 43 buttons on a string. 
Bunting, Eve
Rudi’s Pond
When a sick boy dies, his friends and classmates remember him 
by building a schoolyard pond.
DePaola, Tomie
Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs 
Four-year-old Tommy enjoys his relationship with his grandmother and great-grandmother, but eventually learns to face their inevitable deaths. 

Grimes, Nikki
What is Goodbye?

Alternating poems by a brother and sister convey their feelings about the death of an older brother and the impact it had on their family. 

Monk, Isabel
Blackberry Stew
When her Grandpa Jack dies, Hope fondly remembers the time she went with him to pick blackberries. 
Napoli, Donna
Flamingo Dream
Grieving her father’s death from cancer, a young girl celebrates their last year together by making a book. 
Plourde, Lynn
Thank You Grandpa
On her many walks with her grandfather, a young girl learns to appreciate life and deal with death. 
Portnoy, Mindy

Where Do People Go When They Die?

Children ask adults and themselves about death, receiving a wide variety of answers. 
Rosen, Michael
Michael Rosen’s Sad Book
Rosen expresses his emotions over the death of his son and how he still tries to cope. 
Shriver, Maria
What’s Heaven?
Conversations between a mother 
and her young daughter following 
a great-grandmother’s death. 
DEATH OF A PET
Demas, Corinne
Saying Goodbye to Lulu
A girl grieves over her dog’s death. 
Harris, Robie H 
Good-bye Mousie
A boy grieves for his dead pet, helps to bury him, and begins to come to terms with his loss. 
Himler, Ronald
Six is So Much Less Than Seven 
After the death of one of his cats, 
an old man finds out how much he misses him as he goes about his 
daily activities. 
Newman, Leslea
Best Cat in the World
A young boy suffers the loss of 
his beloved pet cat, eventually accepting the arrival of a very different cat. 
Rylant, Cynthia
Cat Heaven and Dog Heaven
God created Cat Heaven, with fields of grass where cats can play, kitty toys for them to enjoy and angels to rub their ears and noses. Dog Heaven is a place where dogs can eat ice cream dog biscuits, sleep on fluffy clouds and run through unending fields. 
Viorst, Judith 
The Tenth Good Thing about Barney
A grieving boy tries to think about 
the ten best things about his cat. 
Rogers, Fred 
When a Pet Dies
Explores the feelings of sadness, frustration and loneliness that a 
child might feel when a pet dies. 
DIVORCE

Adams, Eric
On the Day His Daddy Left
On the day his father moves out of the house, Danny's teacher, friends, and family reassure him that his parents' divorce is not his fault.

Brown, Lauren Krasny

Dinosaurs Divorce
Presents reasons why parents divorce and offers suggestions to help cope with the change.
Bunting, Eve. 
Some Frog
Billy is disappointed when his father doesn't show up to help him catch a frog for the frog-jumping competition at school, but the one he and his mother catch wins the championship and Billy begins to accept his father's absence.

Coffelt, Nancy                                               Fred Stays With Me                                           In this poignant but not overly sentimental story, Coffelt's accessible and kid-friendly language alongside Tusa's charming artwork create a light, cheerful, and reassuring mood that will comfort any child who has two homes.
Coy, J                                                                 Two Old Potatoes and Me                   After a young girl finds two old potatoes at her father's house, they plant them and watch them grow in a story that is a metaphor for divorce.
Gibbons, Faye                                     Mountain Wedding. 
The children from two mountain families about to be joined in a wedding change their minds about each other only after all of them together cooperate in a rescue.

Girard, Linda                                             
At Daddy’s On Saturdays                          Although her parents' divorce causes her to feel anger, concern, and sadness, Katie discovers that she can keep a loving relationship with her father even though he lives apart from her.
Levins, Sandra                                                Was It the Chocolate Pudding?                      A boy learns that he did not cause his parent's divorce because of the mess he made with chocolate pudding, and describes his new life living with his dad and seeing his mom on weekends.
Schmitz, Tamara                                        Standing On My Own Two Feet      Addison's parents are divorced and he lives in one house with his mom and another with his dad, but one thing he knows above all is that both his parents love him and they always will.
Spelman, Cornelia                                      Mama and Daddy Bear’s Divorce 
Dinah Bear feels sad and scared when her parents say they are going to divorce.

Stinson, Kathy                                              Mom and Dad Don’t Live Together Anymore                                                                A little girl describes how she feels about her parents' separation and explains how she spends the time she's with each of them.
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